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Examiner script

| am going to give you a worksheet. When you get your worksheet, please write your name at the
top and put your pencil down.

(Hand outthe Maze student worksheets. Make sure students have written theirnames down before proceeding.)

You are going to read a passage with some words missing from it. For each missing word you will
see a box with three words in it. Your job is to circle the word you think makes the most sense in the
context of the passage. Let’s look at the Practice Passage together. Listen as | read.

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he takes a school (pause) art, bus, work
(pause) to go to school.

Let’s stop there. Let’s circle the word “bus” because | think “bus” makes the most sense here.
Listen to how that sentence sounds now.

Every morning, he takes a school bus to go to school.

Now it’s your turn. Read the next sentence silently to yourself. When you come to a box, read all
the words in the box and circle the word that makes the most sense to you. When you are done, put
your pencil down.

(Allow up to 30 seconds for students to complete the example and put their pencils down.)

If necessary, after 30 seconds say Put your pencil down. As soon as all students have their pencils down,
say Good job.

Now listen. In the (pause) afternoon, library, morning (pause), he also takes a bus home. You should
have circled “afternoon” because “afternoon” makes the most sense. Listen. In the afternoon, he
also takes a bus home.

Okay, when | say “Begin,” turn the page and start reading the passage silently. Start on the page with
the title. When you come to a box, read all the words in the box and circle the word that makes the
most sense in the passage. You will stop when you come to a stop sign or | say Stop. Ready? Begin.
Start the timer.

At the end of 3 minutes, stop the timer and say Stop. Put your pencils down.

Reminders
Start timer Start the timer after you say Begin.
Prompts If a student starts reading the passage out loud, say Please read the passage silently.

(Repeat as often as needed.)
If a student skips an entire page, say. Please be sure not to skip pages.

If a student stops working, say Please keep going until | tell you to stop. Just do

your best work. (Repeat as often as needed.)
Discontinue There is no discontinue rule. Every student should be encouraged to try their best until

three minutes have passed.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art 5 afternoon
takes a school bus to go to school. In theilibrary | he also
work mornmg

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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Backstrap Weaving

Backstrap weaving is an ancient way of making cloth that has been used for

backstrap : :
easily and cheaply. The loom can be rolled up and . Since this type

of weaving hasg ;been done by village women, whog ioften also
S usually :

backstrap : :
Theg : weaving technique is simple but 1t requires :long practice.

sticks fabric
distance between the : : determines the length of the finished : . One of the

: The

Keep going P
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control

The weaver is then able to - the tension of the threads with :
: : : subtle

. intricate :

way, but the results are - and beautiful.
The fabrics woven ong :looms are an important part of : cultural
: these : : the
heritage of the people who make ;them. They are often full of imotifs that
: : : symbolic :
k. and . k. k.
refer to the myths: ‘religious beliefs of the distant past.: : Guatemala, for
: ‘In
example, Mayan women often ; 1éarn : to weave when they are four : : five years old.
| or
Keep going P
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own designs. Once : - have woven a blouse, the women :  often wear it for many

years. : - blouse is unique, and it is : : in the colors specific to a j
' :woven :woman’s :

or single.

In Indonesia, backstrapg usually involves threads dyed two different
i weaving :

: other ‘ to
applied :
dyes are: :to threads before they are woven:  :create a fabric covered in
: i to
Keep going P
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backstrap weaving is used, when women teach their daughters to weave, they are also

teaching their peoples’ history and ideas.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art 5 afternoon
takes a school bus to go to school. In theilibrary | he also
work mornmg

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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The Circus
A circus is a traveling group of skilled performers comprised of jugglers,

acrobats, tightrope walkers, equestrians, animal tamers, strongmen, clowns and others.

: perform : fa i

over the world. Circus performersg itheir acts in the middle of : big tent

The : modern : circus was invented by a man : : Great Britain named Sergeant-

who had performed equestrian all over Europe. Finally, he settled London,
 tricks : : :

Keep going P
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Las . audiences
horses, it became known - a “circus.” To bring in bigger : ., Astley began to

way of attracting : ;thrillin large audiences. Many other circus isprang up
y g: . g larg y : .
: = : theaters :

: circus : : because :

building, the Americang ;had a big tent. That wasg : the circuses were

Keep going P
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: by : : circuses :

designed to travel wagon all around the country. Also, American imported
and By
elephants and lions from Africa : ‘ used them to draw larger crowds.;  :the end of

: circuses :

the nineteenth century,g gtraveled mostly by train and theyg by far the

“Barnum and Bailey”  the name of a famous circus : that : began around
was : : '
animals as
that time, featuring largeg : from India and Africa as Wellg  three rings

and Bailey, callingg ;the Ringling Brothers. Later these brothersg

: circuses

to run two . Finally, they made the two circuses : one circus and called

Keep going P

©2026 University of Oregon. All rights reserved. DIBELS 8th Edition
Page 12 Benchmark Maze 8. Middle Key

37

39

41

42

44

46

48

50

52

54



it the Ringling Brothers Barnum and Bailey Circus.

: circus : : eventually :

The combined§ : prospered for many years, but 1t ‘ran into

famous circus. Nowadays, most people only know what a circus is like from reading books

and watching old movies.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art 5 afternoon
takes a school bus to go to school. In theilibrary | he also
work mornmg

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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Space Shuttles

NASA’s Space Shuttle program ran for over thirty years. The Space Shuttles

gravity

effects of zero %on human beings, plants, and chemicalg . The 4
: : : substances :

Shuttles also launched satellites andg probes , as well as a giant spaceg for 6
: : : telescope :

: astronauts :

viewing distant stars and galaxies. Space Shuttleg ;helped to build the 7
International Space Station. i Mostly : | the Space Shuttle program was an ; enormous 9
success.

The Space Shuttles were designed be partly reusable. They could return 11
to : i to

Earth and land on a runwayg like airplanes. There were one hundredg gthirty 13

Space Shuttle missions.

Keep going P
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 for : first :

engmeers
| - wanted a spacecraft that could return:  : Earth and be fully reusable. After
: ‘to:

 began : : before
'  building the shuttles about one year : the Apollo Moon Landing.

consisted fuel :
The designg gof a space plane, expendable 1iquid§ gtanks, and

: be

: astronauts :

could carry five to seven

: irockets. At about two minutes afterg , the rockets would release and
 the : liftoff
: ............. by
parachute : ' the ocean to be picked up: :NASA. With power from its main
“into P

Keep going P
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it

main engines would be shut off and external fuel tank released to burn in

'was : i

: dramatically by air pressure, finally landing on a long runway out in the
i slowed : :

. is .
some : :thing goes wrong in a way: :nobody expects. The
: = : that
Keep going P
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consequences of such : - small failure can be disastrous.

failures. In 1986, the Space Shuttle Challenger explodedg after launch, killing
S : shortly :

exploded
years later, the Space Shuttle Columbiag gover Texas during re-entry, killing

: astronauts :

another seven :

Keep going P
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explore deep space. is called the Orion, and 1t be launched into space.

The  unthinkable :

believed before it began. Now we know better.
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